"B"                                                   INDIAN
containing all my washing paraphernalia; but now I
have come to appreciate the luxury of knowing that
it is my own clean things which I am using.
Agra looked lovely when we arrived: there is a
freshness in the air which is intoxicating after
the stuffiness of C------. The leaves on the trees
looked as if they'd just been polished; and a little
wind was gently lifting them and turning them
about as if to show how clean they were.
This hotel seems delightful, clean and comfort-
able, the waiting at meals excellent and the food good.
I have a room in the annexe, and bearer squats
outside it all day, and sleeps there at night.
After tea to-day Mrs. R------and I drove off to
see the "Taj," in a rather decayed-looking and dirty
sort of barouche, with bearer perched up on the box
beside the driver, looking very like a monkey.
When we arrived before the gate I asked bearer if
he had ever seen the "Taj" before, thinking, of
course, that he'd say "Yes," but, to my surprise, for
he told me he had been to Agra several times, he
said "No." So, of course, he had to go in. I don't
believe he had understood me, but no Indian
servant ever admits to not having understood a
question and generally by some miracle they get
their answers right. Certainly, bearer to-day made
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